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A	Proper	View	of	Judgment	in	Scriptures	
Brent	Armstrong	

	
He	who	believes	in	Him	is	not	judged;	he	who	does	not	believe	has	been	judged	already,	
because	he	has	not	believed	in	the	name	of	the	only	begotten	Son	of	God.		(John	3:18)	

At	one	time	my	perception	of	judgment	day,	and	perhaps	yours	too,	was	of	everyone	who	ever	lived	
standing	before	the	throne	of	God	to	be	judged—a	blend	of	folklore	and	Scripture.		The	line	stretches	
for	what	seems	like	eternity	and	winds	its	way	up	to	the	throne.		Jesus	sits	at	a	small	table	dwarfed	by	
the	bench	where	the	Father	presides	over	the	judicial	proceedings.		Satan	stands	ready	to	accuse	each	
person	while	Jesus	defends	each	believer	before	the	Father	as	they	make	their	way	to	the	front	of	the	
line.	

Jesus	acts	as	the	legal	counsel	for	those	who	are	born	again,	but	unbelievers	are	quickly	dispatched	to	
the	Lake	of	Fire	after	a	video	is	played	of	all	the	evil	that	they	did.		We	watch	in	horror	as	angels	drag	
them	toward	the	inferno	screaming	at	those	still	in	line,	“Why	didn’t	you	tell	me	about	Jesus!!!”		If	that’s	
how	it	goes	down	it	will	be	a	terrifying	experience	for	both	saint	and	sinner.		Thankfully,	my	perception	
was	wrong.	

The	first	misconception	from	that	analogy	is	that	believers	come	under	judgment	at	all.		Jesus	makes	this	
clear	in	John	3:24.	

Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	he	who	hears	My	word,	and	believes	Him	who	sent	Me,	has	
eternal	life,	and	does	not	come	into	judgment,	but	has	passed	out	of	death	into	life.		
(John	3:24)	

Another	less	critical,	but	nonetheless	important	detail,	is	that	the	Father	has	given	all	judgment	over	to	
the	Son.		The	image	of	God	on	the	throne	executing	judgment	is	not	entirely	wrong,	but	it	will	be	done	
through	the	Son,	Jesus.		

For	not	even	the	Father	judges	anyone,	but	He	has	given	all	judgment	to	the	Son,	23 so	
that	all	will	honor	the	Son	even	as	they	honor	the	Father.	He	who	does	not	honor	the	Son	
does	not	honor	the	Father	who	sent	Him.		(John	5:22-23)		

There	are	three	judgments	spoken	of	in	the	Bible:	the	judgment	seat	of	Christ/God	(2Corinthians	5:10,	
Romans	14:10),	the	great	white	throne	judgment	(Revelation	20:11-15)	and	the	sheep	and	goat	
judgment	(Matthew	25:31-46).			

The	Bema	Seat	Judgment	

The	judgment	seat	of	Christ	is	where	believers	receive	the	rewards	for	deeds	done	while	in	our	bodies.	

For	we	must	all	appear	before	the	judgment	seat	of	Christ,	that	each	one	may	be	
recompensed	for	his	deeds	in	the	body,	according	to	what	he	has	done,	whether	good	or	
bad.		(2Corinthians	5:10,	emphasis	added)	
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This	has	been	called	the	Bema	(pronounced	bay-ma)	Seat	Judgment	because	of	the	Greek	word	for	
judgment	seat.		Paul	makes	this	judgment	specific	to	believers	by	saying,	“For	we	must	all	appear	before	
the	judgment	seat	of	Christ.”		He	is	addressing	believers	in	the	church	at	Corinth,	not	an	audience	of	the	
lost.		Many	have	tied	1Corinthians	3:12-15	to	this	judgment	since	both	are	specific	to	believers.	

Now	if	any	man	builds	upon	the	foundation	with	gold,	silver,	precious	stones,	wood,	hay,	
straw,	13	each	man’s	work	will	become	evident;	for	the	day	will	show	it,	because	it	is	to	
be	revealed	with	fire;	and	the	fire	itself	will	test	the	quality	of	each	man’s	work.		14	If	any	
man’s	work	which	has	built	upon	it	remains,	he	shall	receive	a	reward.		15	If	any	man’s	
work	is	burned	up,	he	shall	suffer	loss;	but	he	himself	shall	be	saved,	yet	so	as	through	
fire.		(1Corinthians	3:12-15)	

This	is	not	a	judgment	of	the	person,	but	of	the	works	done	in	the	body,	whether	good	or	bad,	while	
upon	the	earth.		Only	those	works	will	survive	that	were	motivated	by	the	Holy	Spirit	and	performed	by	
the	life	of	Jesus	working	through	you.		Things	you	might	have	thought	were	good,	but	were	somehow	
motivated	by	the	flesh	or	to	gratify	the	flesh,	and	called	bad,	will	be	burned	up.		But	notice,	even	if	the	
works	are	burned	up	he	shall	still	be	saved—another	clue	this	is	only	for	believers.		There	truly	is	no	
condemnation	for	those	who	are	in	Christ	Jesus	(Romans	8:1).			

One	must	be	careful	not	to	assume	the	works	that	are	called	“bad”	in	2Corinthians	5:10	are	sins.		Our	sin	
was	dealt	with	once	for	all	time	at	the	cross	(Hebrews	10:12)	and	they	are	removed	from	us	as	far	as	the	
east	is	from	the	west	(Psalm	103:12).		There	will	be	many	works	that	from	appearance	will	look	good	
and	righteous,	but	they	will	burn	up	when	their	true	motivation	is	tested	by	fire—those	are	bad	works.	

It	appears	that	rewards	in	heaven	will	somehow	be	based	upon	our	walk	on	earth	as	a	believer	
(recompensed	for	deeds	done	in	the	body,	2Cor.	5:10,	each	will	receive	his	own	reward,	1Cor.3:8),	but	it	
will	be	from	a	heavenly	perspective	not	ours,	and	upon	a	criterion	we	may	not	understand	until	we	get	
there.		It	is	clear,	however,	that	everyone	does	not	receive	the	same	reward.			

Jesus	told	the	rich	young	ruler	to	sell	all	that	he	had	and	give	to	the	poor	so	that	he	would	have	treasure	
in	heaven	(Mark	10:21).		In	His	sermon	on	the	mount,	Jesus	told	those	who	were	insulted,	persecuted,	
and	falsely	accused	that	their	reward	in	heaven	was	great	(Matthew	5:11-12).		In	the	next	chapter	Jesus	
told	them	to	beware	of	practicing	their	righteousness	before	men	to	be	noticed	because	they	would	
have	no	reward	with	the	Father	in	heaven	(Matthew	6:1).		Perhaps	the	24	elders	in	heaven	are	seated	
upon	individual	thrones	(Revelation	4:4)	as	part	of	their	reward.		I	sincerely	doubt	they	will	be	selected	
in	a	random	drawing.	

Some	have	used	the	parable	of	the	laborers	in	Matthew	20:1-16	to	support	everyone	receiving	the	same	
reward.		If	the	verses	preceding	and	following	this	parable	have	anything	to	do	with	the	context	then	
that	is	certainly	not	the	meaning.			

But	many	who	are	first	will	be	last;	and	the	last,	first.		(Matthew	19:30)		

Thus	the	last	shall	be	first	and	the	first	last.		(Matthew	20:16)	
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It	sounds	like	Jesus	is	conveying	the	idea	that	those	who	think	they	will	be	getting	a	front	row	seat	in	the	
kingdom	may	be	surprised.		This	context	is	also	supported	by	the	bewildered	disciples	who	were	
wondering	if	“it	is	hard	for	a	rich	man	to	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven…then	who	can	be	saved?”	
(Matthew	19:23,	25)			Those	statements	were	precipitated	by	the	rich	young	ruler	who	went	away	
grieved	after	Jesus	told	him	to	“go	and	sell	your	possessions	and	give	to	the	poor,	and	you	shall	have	
treasure	in	heaven…”		(Matthew	19:16-22)		Unlike	those	who	practice	their	righteousness	before	men	to	
be	noticed	and	receive	no	reward	(Matthew	6:1),	the	rich	young	ruler	was	promised	treasure	in	heaven	
if	he	sold	his	possessions	and	gave	to	the	poor.		Had	he	done	so,	this	man	would	have	been	laying	up	for	
himself	“treasures	in	heaven,	where	neither	moth	nor	rust	destroys,	and	where	thieves	do	not	break	in	or	
steal”	(Matthew	6:20).	

Was	Jesus	contradicting	Himself	by	telling	the	rich	young	ruler	one	thing	and	then	sharing	a	parable	to	
convey	another	opposing	truth?		No.			The	parable	was	not	intended	to	show	that	everyone	receives	the	
same	reward	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	but	that	the	disciples’	idea	of	who	was	righteous	and	deserving	
of	heaven	was	convoluted.		The	idea	was	prevalent	in	their	culture	that	someone	who	was	wealthy	was	
blessed	by	God	because	of	their	righteousness.		Though	riches	may	be	a	blessing	from	God,	we	know	
that	His	favor	is	always	directed	toward	us	simply	because	we	are	His	children.	

Unfortunately,	because	of	our	own	culture	we	tend	to	think	of	treasure	in	heaven	the	same	way	we	
think	of	treasure	on	earth—gold,	silver,	costly	possessions,	and	hefty	bank	accounts.		That	concept	is	
flawed	in	a	place	where	the	streets	are	paved	with	gold,	the	foundation	is	laid	with	precious	stones,	and	
each	gate	is	carved	from	a	single	pearl.		Treasure	on	earth	is	not	at	all	comparable	to	treasure	in	heaven.		
Somehow	I	believe	a	place	that	puts	an	extremely	high	value	on	a	broken	and	contrite	heart	(Psalm	
51:17)	will	not	esteem	riches	the	way	we	do.		Our	human	brains	can’t	even	comprehend	the	value	of	
that	place	(Job	28:12-13)	

Paul,	who	counted	all	things	to	be	loss	when	compared	to	the	surpassing	value	of	knowing	Jesus	
(Philippians	3:8),	would	not	have	been	implying	earth-like	treasure	in	this	exhortation	to	the	Colossians:	

We	give	thanks	to	God,	the	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	praying	always	for	you,	4	
since	we	heard	of	your	faith	in	Christ	Jesus	and	the	love	which	you	have	for	all	the	saints;	
5	because	of	the	hope	laid	up	for	you	in	heaven	of	which	you	previously	heard	in	the	
word	of	truth,		(Colossians	1:3-5,	emphasis	added)	

Take	note	that	“the	hope”	itself	is	not	heaven,	since	“the	hope”	is	“laid	up	for	you	in	heaven.”		Whatever	
the	hope	is,	Paul	had	already	spoken	of	it	to	the	Colossians.	

When	we	are	going	about	our	day,	walking	in	the	Spirit	and	responding	to	what	He	tells	us,	we	aren’t	
thinking	about	building	up	our	heavenly	“bank	account.”		And	frankly,	if	we	are,	our	motive	is	wrong.		If	
the	motive	is	wrong,	then	those	deeds	will	ultimately	go	up	in	smoke	when	tested	by	fire.	
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The	Great	White	Throne	Judgment	

The	great	white	throne	judgment	found	in	Revelation	20:11-15	is	strictly	for	those	whose	names	are	not	
found	in	the	book	of	life.		They	will	be	judged	by	the	Law,	but	condemned	because	they	failed	to	believe.		
Only	those	who	have	believed	on	Jesus	have	their	names	written	in	the	Lamb’s	book	of	life.		And	there	is	
no	mention	of	believers	in	these	Scriptures.		All	who	are	still	in	Adam	and	not	in	Christ	will	experience	
the	second	death,	the	lake	of	fire.		This	will	be	a	dreadful	experience.		I	do	not	believe	the	Father	is	
looking	forward	to	that	day.		His	desire	is	“for	all	to	come	to	repentance”	(2Peter	3:9).	

There	will	be	no	“atheists”	at	that	judgment,	but	it	will	be	too	late.	

The	Sheep	and	Goat	Judgment	

There	is	a	third	judgment	that	most	people	blend	in	with	the	previous	two	in	various	ways—the	sheep	
and	goat	judgment.		In	Matthew	25:31-46	Jesus	describes	a	judgment	where	He	will	sit	on	His	glorious	
throne	and	all	nations	will	be	gathered	before	Him	as	He	separates	the	sheep	from	the	goats.			

According	to	Bob	Warren’s	commentary,	The	Gospels	from	a	Jewish	Perspective,	this	judgment	takes	
place	at	the	end	of	the	tribulation	when	Jesus	has	taken	His	place	on	the	throne	of	David	in	Jerusalem.		
The	sheep	are	the	Gentiles	who	assisted	the	Jews	(Jesus’s	brothers)	during	the	Tribulation	and	the	goats	
are	the	Gentiles	who	did	not	assist	the	Jews	(Jesus’	brothers)	during	the	Tribulation.		The	sheep	will	
enter	the	Millennial	Kingdom	in	their	earthly	bodies	while	the	goats	will	enter	into	eternal	punishment.		
According	to	Joel	3:1-3,	this	judgment	takes	place	in	the	valley	of	Jehoshaphat,	located	between	
Jerusalem	and	the	Mount	of	Olives.i	

Jesus	is	The	Judge	

In	John	5:22	Jesus	says,	“He	[the	Father]	has	given	all	judgment	to	the	Son.”		Since	all	judgment	has	been	
given	over	to	Jesus	by	the	Father,	then	Jesus	must	be	on	the	throne	at	each	of	these	judgments.		This	is	
confirmed	by	the	following	Scriptures:	

And	He	ordered	us	to	preach	to	the	people,	and	solemnly	to	testify	that	this	is	the	One	
who	has	been	appointed	by	God	as	Judge	of	the	living	and	the	dead.		(Acts	10:42)			

Therefore	having	overlooked	the	times	of	ignorance,	God	is	now	declaring	to	men	that	
all	people	everywhere	should	repent,	31	because	He	has	fixed	a	day	in	which	He	will	
judge	the	world	in	righteousness	through	a	Man	whom	He	has	appointed,	having	
furnished	proof	to	all	men	by	raising	Him	from	the	dead.		(Acts	17:30-31)			

…on	the	day	when,	according	to	my	gospel,	God	will	judge	the	secrets	of	men	through	
Christ	Jesus.		(Romans	2:16)			

I	solemnly	charge	you	in	the	presence	of	God	and	of	Christ	Jesus,	who	is	to	judge	the	
living	and	the	dead,	and	by	His	appearing	and	His	kingdom:		(2Timothy	4:1)			

There	are	Scriptures	that	mention	God’s	judgment	and	even	His	judgment	seat:	
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But	you,	why	do	you	judge	your	brother?		Or	you	again,	why	do	you	regard	your	brother	
with	contempt?		For	we	will	all	stand	before	the	judgment	seat	of	God.		(Romans	14:10)	

Since	Paul	is	speaking	to	brothers	about	their	treatment	of	one	another,	the	context	is	obviously	to	
Christians.		Paul	uses	the	Greek	word	Bema	(bay	ma)	Seat	Judgment	here	along	with	Theos	for	God	
instead	of	Christos	for	Christ.		I	believe	he	expects	us	to	understand	that	God	is	the	ultimate	Judge,	but	
has	given	judgment	over	to	Jesus.		Again:	

If	you	address	as	Father	the	One	who	impartially	judges	according	to	each	one’s	work,	
conduct	yourselves	in	fear	during	the	time	of	your	stay	on	earth;		(1Peter	1:17)	

This	Scripture	says	the	Father	“impartially	judges	according	to	each	one’s	work.”		And	He	certainly	does,	
but	He	does	so	through	Jesus	Christ	His	Son.	

Many	times	the	word	judgment	is	used	to	imply	the	execution	of	God’s	wrath	and	not	His	judicial	
tribunal	concerning	the	rewards	of	believers	and	the	ultimate	fate	of	unbelievers.		God’s	judgment	on	
unbelievers	seen	in	Revelation	and	other	places	is	a	good	example.		Though	it	is	based	on	man’s	sin	and	
failure	to	believe,	it	is	not	directly	associated	with	the	Judgment	Seat	of	Christ	we	will	face	as	believers	
or	the	Great	White	Throne	Judgment	faced	by	those	who	choose	not	to	believe.	

What	about	the	Scripture	that	says	the	saints	will	judge	the	world?	

Or	do	you	not	know	that	the	saints	will	judge	the	world?		If	the	world	is	judged	by	you,	
are	you	not	competent	to	constitute	the	smallest	law	courts?		3	Do	you	not	know	that	
we	will	judge	angels?		How	much	more	matters	of	this	life?		(1Corinthians	6:2-3)	

I	believe	this	Scripture	is	specifically	addressing	the	time	of	the	millennium	when	we	will	reign	with	Jesus	
and	be	given	judicial	oversight	in	specific	areas.			If	Paul’s	intention	here	is	the	Great	White	Throne	
Judgment,	then	our	involvement	is	purely	because	we	are	in	Christ	and	one	with	Him.			

As	far	as	judging	angels,	we	have	very	few	specifics	on	this	judgment.		Peter,	however,	also	mentions	
that	angels	who	sinned	have	been	cast	into	hell	and	pits	of	darkness	reserved	for	judgment	(2Peter	2:4	
and	Jude	6).		We	will	somehow	play	a	role	in	their	judgment.		The	time	and	place	is	not	known.	

In	conclusion,	tradition	has	led	us	into	incorrect	thinking	about	that	day.		Judgment	is	not	something	to	
fear	except	for	those	who	do	not	know	Christ.		For	believers	it	will	be	a	time	of	great	blessing,	rejoicing,	
and	rewards.		But	even	then,	being	in	the	presence	of	Jesus	and	our	Father	will	completely	change	our	
perspective.		The	things	that	we	valued	on	earth	will	mean	little	or	nothing	then.		Even	the	twenty	four	
elders	will	be	casting	their	crowns	at	His	feet	(Revelation	4:10).	

	

																																																													
i	Bob	Warren,	The	Gospels	from	a	Jewish	Perspective,	©2004	The	Hill	Publishing,	LLC,	Hardin,	KY,	pg.	90	


