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Twelve Guidelines for Properly Interpreting Scripture

Study the Bible to discover the heart of the Author. The Bible is the revelation of God’s
character to those who desire to know Him. Pursue Truth (John 14:6), the person, through His
word. Study with relationship in mind. To study it for the sake of knowledge only results in a
religious mindset.

Pray for revelation. The Lord wants to reveal Himself through His word. Pray that He opens
your eyes to see Him as He wants to be seen.

Study the Bible as if every word of it is true until you prove otherwise. Translating one
language to another can be difficult. Some translations do a better job than others, but we
believe God’s word is infallible in the original languages (John 17:17, Heb. 6:18). The proofis
overwhelming, but you must be convinced for yourself.

Context, context, context. This is probably the most important study tool for God’s word.
Pulling out single verses to hang your hat on without the support of context can cause serious
doctrinal problems for you later. It is the very reason we have so many “brands” of Christianity.
Read from cover to cover before doing in-depth study. A common mistake is to read from
only one part of the Bible and formulate your doctrine without the benefit of context from all 66
books. Save the topical studies for when you have a solid grip on the context of the entire Bible.
Follow the law of non-contradiction. If God’s word is truly God’s word, then it shouldn’t
contain any contradictory ideas. If He is truly sovereign, then He is quite capable of preserving
His word without contradiction and revealing its truth to His children. Research anything you
find that doesn’t seem to line up with other Scripture.

Be Curious. Access to Bible study tools (blueletterbible.org, biblehub.com, bibleatlas.org, etc.)
has never been easier. Dig deep. Research words and phrases in the original languages if
possible. You don’t have to know Greek or Hebrew to discover amazing things in God’s word by
going below the surface of your translation.

Understand that the Bible is not in chronological order. Unless you know this going in, it can
be confusing when you get to stories that are repeated (i.e. Kings and Chronicles). The history
books, Genesis thru Esther, are chronological except for Esther taking place in the midst of Ezra
and Nehemiah'’s time period. The remaining books of the Bible were written at various times. A
good study Bible will help you understand where to place them in history.

Jesus was under the Law teaching a people who were under the Law (Gal. 4:4-5). Jesus
said so many things that are difficult to swallow unless you realize He was revealing to the Jews
how utterly sinful they were amidst their self-righteousness (Matt. 5:27-30). The Law was given
to show us our need for a Savior (Gal. 3:24), but they thought they were pretty good at keeping
it. Everything that took place in the Gospels before the cross happens under the Law.

The cross changed everything. The Old Testament is building toward the point of redemption
through Jesus. Be careful trying to make those things fit into this side of the cross. Everything
must be run through the cross. Otherwise, you will be trying to make Law look like grace. Itis a
poor substitute and doesn’t mix well.

Don’t just read—write. Write down your thoughts, questions, discoveries, prayers, and things
you notice about the character of God. Keep a list of Scriptures you want to pursue deeper. Your
written pages will help document your journey of faith.

Let God’s word change you, don’t try to make it fit your ideas. The word of God will
transform your thinking unless you're reading it to reinforce your own ideas or to prove your
point. To do so is a useless endeavor (2Cor. 3:18, Rom. 12:2). God’s word should define your
experience, not the other way around.



