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If the soul and spirit are made righteous/perfect at salvation, why do we make sinful choices?

Before we go any further it is vital to consider what we understand about the soul. The soul is
made up of our mind, emotions, and will—our decision-making capacity. So, when we make a
decision of any type, it is processed by the will in the soul.

So, that question, and not Scripture, is one of the most common reasons given by those who
believe the soul is neutral or not part of the new man (Gal. 2:20, 2Cor. 5:17). Conversely, |
must ask in reply that if the soul is not transformed at the point of justification, why on earth
would | ever make the choice not to sin? If the soul is neutral and not transformed as the spirit
of man is at salvation, it has no reason to make righteous decisions and to live out who Christ
made it into. If the “want to” has not changed, then why would | “want to”?

Mark Maulding, author of God’s Best-Kept Secret, says we “live our lives in a manner consistent
with who we believe we are in our hearts.” He certainly doesn’t mean the organ beating in our
chest. Belief is a function of the mind and located in the soul. If we believe in our soul that we
are righteous (2Cor. 5:21), then from within our soul we will make decisions based upon who we
believe we are. How is it even possible for a neutral soul to make righteous decisions without
being inclined that way? However, a righteous/perfect soul is more likely to make decisions
based upon its true identity.

James 1:21 and 1Peter 1:9 both speak of the salvation of the soul, “psyche” (G5590, translated
“life” more than “soul”). But there is absolutely nothing found in the Bible to support the soul
getting a scrub job on the way to heaven. There are no neutral souls in heaven.

A soul cannot be saved to neutrality. Jesus never does anything halfway. How is it even
possible for just part of us to be “buried with Him through baptism and raised from the dead...so
we too might walk in the newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Is the spirit raised in the newness of life
and the soul raised to neutrality? No! A soul is transformed along with the spirit when one is
born again. It then becomes a natural event for one to make good choices and totally unnatural
to make sinful choices.

I love what our good friend Ellen Couch once said, “If God could make Jesus become sin for us,
He can certainly by the same power make me (I'll add “my soul” here) righteous.” That truth is
based upon whether it is behavior that makes us righteous or the sacrifice of Jesus. | think you
know the answer to that one.

To think through this logically, one would conclude that if the soul were made perfect, then
every decision made by the soul would be perfect as well. However, it is clear from Scripture
that those who are perfected are still being (present tense) sanctified (Hebrews 10:14). It is not
our spirit being sanctified and certainly not our flesh. It is the soul going through a process of



sanctification. Our will is learning to resist the flesh and make choices by depending upon the
Spirit—the process of maturity. Thus, little by little our behavior is being transformed to match
the new creature we’ve been made into by Jesus (2Cor. 5:17).

It is also humorous for folks who adhere so closely to the message of grace and “what we do is
not who we are” to call the soul neutral or unrighteous because it chooses to sin. That puts the
soul back on a performance track littered with failure and condemnation. It can’t be both ways.

Finally, my go-to Scripture to prove the soul and spirit are joined together as one, Hebrews 4:12:

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as
far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.

The writer, in proving the sheer power of God’s word chose something inseparable by no other
force—the spirit and soul. If they are separate entities with one being neutral and the other
being transformed in the righteousness of God, using them to explain the sharpness of God’s
word would make no sense.

Likewise, the writer uses joints and marrow. No knife can separate out the marrow without
destroying the bones, further proving the oneness of soul and spirit. | think we can legitimately
make those assumptions without wrecking the writer’s intention of demonstrating the depth
God’s word can penetrate (pierce) His created beings.

When Paul tells believers in Colossae they have been made complete in Christ (Col. 2:10), |
can’t imagine he isn’t including every part of the new creation—soul and spirit. Otherwise, he
would have excluded the soul somehow or simply mentioned they are complete only in spirit
through Christ. But...he did not.



