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    It is important to grasp what took place when our “old self” (Adamic nature) was eradicated and our 

new man (new self) was created.  The following example, ridiculous as it may seem, has served as a 

wonderful tool through which to communicate this life changing truth.   

    If you took a hog (pig), removed its nature and replaced it with the nature of a cat, the resulting creature 

would use a litter pan.  It would have the physical 

appearance of a hog, but would possess the nature of 

a cat.  So, what would you call the resulting creature?   

Would you call it a hog or a cat?  You would call it a 

cat, because the nature of a creature, not the way it 

looks on the outside, makes it what it is.  If the 

resulting creature, the cat, fell into a mud hole, it 

would lick itself clean.  Why?   It would lick itself 

clean because it would hate mud!  Cats hate mud; 

hogs love mud.  It is the same with New Testament 

believers.  God, first of all, removed our old nature 

(“old self,” sinful nature, Adamic nature, etc.), for our old nature is who we used to be.  He then replaced 

it with our new nature (the new man, or new self), who we are now.   We hate sin, but will, on occasion, 

commit acts of sin.  However, when we do so, we “…grieve the Holy Spirit of God…” (Ephesians 4:30), 

which results in a desire to confess and repent.  The bottom line is that we are no longer capable of 

enjoying sin. 

    Let’s expand this cat and hog illustration.  As was mentioned earlier in the study, some view the old 

self (Adamic nature) as wounded, yet alive, in the New Testament believer.  In fact, they view the old self 

(Adamic nature) as eradicated not when we believe, 

but when we experience physical death.  Such a 

mindset is known as Positional Truth within 

theological circles, a subject addressed briefly in the 

comments associated with Romans 5:1.  Is Positional 

Truth valid, or is it contradictory in nature?  It is 

contradictory, as the following verifies. 

    Should the old self (Adamic nature) dwell in us, we would possess two natures, making us part evil and 

part righteous—the old self being evil, the new self being righteous.  Thus, we would be both cat and hog, 

a “cahog.”  Being part evil and part righteous would present an impossible situation for the New 

Testament believer.  Why so?  Should we sin (fall in a mud hole), the hog would be in bliss while the cat 

would be overcome with grief.  On the other hand, should we walk in righteousness (avoid the mud hole), 

the cat would be in bliss while the hog would be extremely dismayed.  Do you see my point?  Should we, 

as New Testament believers, possess two natures, we could never experience God’s peace.  Either the cat 

or the hog would be out of sorts no matter what choice was made, leaving our souls in a state of constant 

disarray!   Consequently, either the “old self” (Romans 6:6) was eradicated when we were born again or 

we have no hope of living in God’s “rest” (Hebrews 4:9) and “peace” (Galatians 5:22). 

Should the old self dwell in 

us, we would possess two 

natures, making us part evil 

and part righteous. 


