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Father’s eternal plan is to have a family, a dwelling place (temple); a people who, by their
own free will, choose to love Him and become His eternal habitation (Eph. 2:19-22, Rev.
13:6,21:1-3).

Far be it from me to limit God to one eternal plan. He is far bigger and deeper than

that. However, there seems to be enough space within this idea to compartmentalize every
aspect of God’s word from creation to culmination with New Jerusalem, including the fall,
[srael, messianic redemption, Gentile engrafting, tribulation, and the millennial reign of
Christ.

From the very start there appeared to be one huge problem...

It seemed that man'’s choice to live independently of God via the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil derailed His plan (Gen. 3). If He really is God, how could a created being
possibly wreck His plan?

God knew before the universe existed that creating beings in His image with autonomy
would be risky. No one besides God Himself could handle the freedom autonomy offers
without failing. It was more than created flesh could endure. But this failure would
ultimately provide the opportunity for Him to express the greatest essence of His character
to those beings—love (John 3:16, 1John 4:8, 16).

Due to Adam'’s choice to rebel against God, sin and death spread to all mankind (Romans
5:12) and is even seen in the people God raised up for His own possession—Israel.

On one side you have the spaceless, timeless, immaterial, all-powerful, unparalleled,
unimaginable, immeasurably immense God of absolute perfection, utter completeness, and
justice. On the other, you have the obstinate, rebellious, unfaithful, sinful sons of

Israel. When the two came together in the absence of faith, the result was disastrous.

How could a God, perfect beyond all comparison or description, dwell with the people He
loved and created for His presence when they were in a spiritual state so far in the opposite
direction? If His design for creation was to have an eternal family, to have a dwelling place,
then the state of mankind after the fall was a problem—a serious one.

A temporary solution came in the construction of the tabernacle (Exo. 25:8)—a structure
built according to a precise and elaborate pattern, consecrated specifically for the
habitation of a Being so dangerous that the close proximity of sinful humans resulted in
death...lots of it (Exo. 33:5, Lev. 10:1-2, Num. 11:33-34, 14:37, 16:35 & 49, 17:12-13, 25:6-
9).



It makes me think of Mr. Beaver’s statement about Aslan in The Lion, The Witch, and The
Wardrobe, "Safe?..Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s
the King, I tell you.”

The only exception seems to be those who expressed faith in God—trusted what He said
and responded according to their belief—folks like Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Caleb, Eleazar,
[thamar, and Phinehas.

In building the tabernacle, Moses was instructed to follow the pattern given to him on the
mountain of God (Exo. 25:1-27:21, 36:1-40:38, 39:26b & 43). It had to be perfect in every
way, completed without flaw and according to the specific pattern. Just to emphasize how
important perfection was to the building of the tabernacle, phrases like “..just as the Lord

had commanded Moses” is found 18 times in Exodus 39 and 40.

We also have similarly elaborate instructions conveyed to Solomon from David who said,
“All this...the Lord made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this
pattern” (1Chron. 28-11-19). And, we know the result was pleasing to the Father based
upon the outcome (2Chron. 5:11-14). God’s presence filled the house just like when Moses
completed the tabernacle in the wilderness.

Perhaps this incredibly holy God could dwell among His deeply flawed people in such a
place. Though in reality it was only a Band-Aid on the huge, infected wound of

mankind. His desire was to be closer and more intimate with His precious creation, but as
it stood, only the high priest could come into the presence of His earthly manifestation one
day per year. I can guarantee the high priest was in fear for his life when he entered the
holy of holies where God’s presence dwelled.

Although only a step in a divine progression, this solution was not nearly what God
wanted. He wanted intimacy and relationship with His creation. You might say He was
dying for the perfect solution to this dilemma.

...For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell among them and walk
among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” (2Cor. 6:16)

...In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. (Eph. 2:22)

The ultimate goal was to get Himself inside of every person who welcomed His

presence. Instead of a physical structure being the temple, each individual person would
become a temple—carriers of the very presence of God, and collectively “the temple.” But
something had to change within those who might desire to be filled with His presence. It
would be like putting molten lava into a paper cup. Otherwise, the result would be
disastrous, no different than what was already happening when holiness and rebellion
meet; think Nadab and Abihu every time the Holy Spirit tries to inhabit a person (Lev. 10:1-
3).



Father’s plan required a change in the vessel since it was not “safe” for the King and Creator
of all things to inhabit something so marred by sin and death (Rom. 5:12). It would not be
enough to just clean up the vessel. A transformation had to take place that would forever
keep the vessel from becoming anything less than permanently inhabitable by the presence
of God. The transformation had to be permanent and more powerful than sin. After all, if it
was not permanent and sin was the culprit that cost a rebel his life, then your first mistake
could mean instant death.

This was not going to be a makeshift or just a barely-getting-by situation. He wasn'’t just
going to make His dwelling place passable. It was going to be absolutely fantastic!

Father knew the solution all along, but had to keep His cards close to His chest. If the forces
of darkness had any idea what was going to happen, they would have marshaled every
demon in hell to stop the crucifixion (1Cor. 2:6-8). They thought they were getting rid of
Jesus. Instead, they fulfilled the plan Father kept hidden as a mystery from before the
foundation of the world (1Cor. 1:18-30, Eph. 3:8-11, Rev. 13:8).

From the time of the fall of mankind in Adam until the cross of Jesus, God was discreetly
revealing His plan to effect our rescue. Over and over throughout the Old Testament the
story of redemption is repeated in various ways: the coming seed of Eve (Gen. 3:15),
Abraham and Isaac (Gen. 22), Joseph (Gen. 37, 39-50), the exodus of Israel (Exodus-
Numbers), Rahab the harlot (Josh. 2), the judges, Ruth, and so many more. In each instance
foreshadowing redemption He was saying, “Hold on, help is coming.”

From the cross of Jesus through His future millennial reign, Father welcomes all who
through faith desire to be a part of His family and become a habitation for His very
presence. Before the cross, those who put their faith in the seed of Genesis 3:15 were
declared righteous (Rom. 3:28, 4:1-6) but could not yet experience the indwelling presence
of the eternal God.

The transformation that makes us inhabitable by a holy God is an exchange of the old self
corrupted by sin and death from Adam (Rom. 5:12) for an incorruptible new self (1Pet.
1:23, Rom. 6:6, Gal. 2:20, 2Cor. 5:17) that is made permanently holy, righteous, and
blameless (2Cor. 5:21, Eph. 1:4). Jesus’ sacrifice made this transformation possible for all
who choose to believe.

You see, the dwelling place of God must still be made perfect in every way, just like the
temples...only to the extreme. Those were made by the craftsmanship of man, not

God. There can be no exception to perfection in His dwelling place. It requires the hand of
God in entirety and only the consent of man through faith.

In addition, it could not be a temporary transformation. If anything could mar the new
temple for His presence, He would have to abandon us until we were made habitable
again. If one single sin, or a million, could defile us as a temple for the presence of God, it
would be over. We would be toast like Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1-3).



This is an incredible picture of our eternal security in Jesus. He abandoned all the temples
made by men but tells us who have been transformed into the habitation of God, “T will
never leave you or forsake you...” (Heb. 13:5). He can say that because He dealt with the
problem of His temple being defiled by sin.

...but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of
God...For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. (Heb. 10:12 &
14)

However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet
says: (Acts 7:48)

The God who made the world and everything that is in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not dwell in temples made by hands; (Acts 17:24)

He did the tabernacle/temple thing for short seasons, but now dwells in houses made by
His hands—transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit through faith in the sacrificial
death of Jesus Christ.

This will reach its ultimate fulfillment after the end of the millennium when New Jerusalem,
the bride of Christ, the people of God, His temple, comes down to earth (Rev. 21:1-3).

For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it as His dwelling place. “This is My resting place
forever; Here I will dwell, for I have desired it.” (Psalm 132:13-14)

Why do you look with envy, you mountains of many peaks, at the mountain God has desired as
His dwelling? Indeed, the Lord will dwell there forever. (Psalm 68:16)

Moreover, [ will make My dwelling place among you, and My soul will not reject you. (Lev.
26:11)

These amazing Scriptures foreshadow the new Zion, new Jerusalem, which will be made up
of everyone who puts their faith in Jesus, the seed of Genesis 3:15 (Gal. 3:16, Rev. 21:1-

3). John describes what he sees taking place after the millennial reign of Jesus in his
revelation.

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the
tabernacle of God is among the people, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself will be among them... (Rev. 21:2-3)

..."Come here, [ will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a valuable stone, like a
stone of crystal-clear jasper. (Rev. 21:9b-11)



Every believer since creation will collectively make up new Jerusalem, the Lamb’s
bride. God Himself will tabernacle/dwell inside of His people—new Jerusalem.

[ can’t begin to fathom what all of that will look like. But one thing is certain, this
magnificent finale, the culmination of God’s plan will be worth the wait. There has never
been anything to match what we will experience on that joyous occasion. We will be the
eternal dwelling place of Father God.



